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The other thing we have to do, in my
view, is to get rid of this tax on the
middle class by taxing health care ben-
efits. Mr. President, you will recall
that a year ago we were in a highly
controversial and difficult Presidential
campaign. One candidate, who hap-
pened to have lost that election—a
Member of the Senate, Senator
McCAIN—came up with a plan that was
exactly—or very close to it—to what
we are talking about today. Then-Sen-
ator Barack Obama, who won that elec-
tion, came up with a different plan, be-
cause he said that wasn’t a good idea.
Well, how do you think millions of
American workers are going to feel
when they say: Wait a second, the guy
who won told me he was against taxing
health care plans, and now we are
adopting the program of the guy who
lost. How do the American people who
voted in that election have faith in
their elected officials if we do exactly
what we said we would not do?

So I believe we have to move toward
a progressive way of funding this
health care plan. As I stand here right
now, this plan has a lot of good stuff in
it, but there are a lot of problems in it.
I very much look forward to the oppor-
tunity to be able to offer a number of
amendments to strengthen this bill. It
is very important to the people of
Vermont and to people all over this
country that not only I but the Pre-
siding Officer and other Members have
a right to offer amendments. Because if
this bill gets whizzed right through,
and is not as strong as it possibly can
be, I think we will not have done the
job we need to do.

Mr. President, with that, I yield the
floor.

Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, as chair-
man of the Special Committee on
Aging, the plight of vulnerable seniors
is a subject of great concern to me. The
committee is charged with uncovering
problems that endanger the health and
welfare of older adults and developing
policy to prevent seniors from becom-
ing victims of fraudulent scams and
abuse.

During this Congress, I have been for-
tunate to be joined by my colleagues,
Senators LINCOLN and HATCH and
STABENOW, in advancing policy to re-
duce elder abuse. The Senate health
care reform bill now includes both the
Elder Justice Act and the Patient Safe-
ty and Abuse Prevention Act, and we
will do our utmost to see that they be-
come law.

Today I am pleased to continue the
effort to protect America’s vulnerable
seniors by introducing an amendment
that combines two very valuable bills,
the Elder Abuse Victims Act and the
National Silver Alert Act. Both have
been passed by the House of Represent-
atives.

Elder abuse is a sad scourge on our
society, often hidden from sight by the
victis themselves. Even so, experts con-
servatively estimate that as many as 2
million Americans age 65 and older
have been injured, exploited or other-
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wise mistreated by someone on whom
they depend for care or protection.

As Federal policymakers, it is time
that we step forward and tackle this
chaenge with dedicated efforts and
more vigorous programs that will
make fighting elder abuse as high a
priority as ongoing efforts to counter
child abuse.

It is in this spirit that I am offering
an amendment to give the Department
of Justice a roadmap for how to estab-
lish programs to bolster the frontline
responses of state and local prosecu-
tors, aid victims, and build a robust in-
frastructure for identifying and ad-
dressing elder abuse far more effec-
tively than we do today.

We need to provide assistance to our
courts, which would benefit from hav-
ing access to designated staff that
boast particular expertise in elder
abuse. Specialized protocols may be re-
quired where victims are unable to tes-
tify on their own behalf, due to cog-
nitive impairments or poor physical
health. And there is a great need for
specialized knowledge to support suc-
cessful prosecutions and enhance the
development of case law. Today, many
state elder abuse statutes lack ade-
quate provisions to encourage wide re-
porting of abuse and exploitation, more
thorough investigations and greater
prosecution of abuse cases.

For the victims of elder abuse, many
of whom are physically frail and very
frightened, we must do much more.
First and foremost, we must be more
responsive. Not too long ago, it was dif-
ficult to even get an abuse case inves-
tigated. While that is starting to
change, we have much work ahead. For
example, sometimes emergency inter-
ventions are necessary, particularly if
the older person is being harmed at the
hands of family members or trusted
“friends.” It may be necessary to re-
move the older adult from his or her
home to a temporary safe haven. To do
this, we must build a much more ro-
bust system of support.

And there is more we must do to as-
sist vulnerable seniors who may not be
abused, but who are nonetheless vul-
nerable because they suffer from cog-
nitive impairment. As the prevalence
of dementia rises in our aging society,
we have a special responsibility to en-
sure that those who ‘‘go missing”’ from
home are returned promptly and safe-
ly. This is the purpose of the second
part of the amendment, which proposes
to create a national program to coordi-
nate State Silver Alert systems.

The Amber Alert system, on which
the Silver Alert Act is modeled, was
created as a Federal program to rap-
idly filter reported information on
missing children and transmit relevant
details to law enforcement authorities
and the public as quickly as possible.
Using the same infrastructure as
Amber Alerts, 11 States have already
responded to the problem of missing
seniors by establishing Silver Alert
systems at very little additional cost.
These programs have created public no-
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tification systems triggered by the re-
port of a missing senior. Postings on
highways, radio, television, and other
forms of media broadcast information
about the missing senior to assist in lo-
cating and returning the senior safely
home. Now we have an opportunity to
finish the job and create Silver Alert
programs across the country.

Both of the provisions in this amend-
ment are strongly supported by the
Elder Justice Coalition. I ask my col-
leagues to support this amendment,
and by doing so to markedly reduce the
risk of harm to our most vulnerable
citizens.

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, it ap-
pears I am going to be closing tonight.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont is recognized.

——————

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

TRIBUTE TO VIDA CHAN LIN

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today
to honor Vida Chan Lin. The Las Vegas
Asian Chamber of Commerce recently
named Vida Chan Lin as their first fe-
male president. For many years, Lin
has been an advocate for Nevada’s
Asian Pacific Islander American,
APIA, community. Her early exposure
to the complexities of business and the
APIA community has cultivated the
passion and talent necessary for suc-
cess.

Vida Chan Lin moved to Las Vegas in
1994 and began developing her career as
an insurance sales representative.
Within a few years, Lin pursued her en-
trepreneurial interests and launched an
insurance agency named V&J Insur-
ance. The company was committed to
providing outstanding service and edu-
cation to Asian and minority commu-
nities in Nevada. Vida Chan Lin’s suc-
cess continued when she was named
vice president after a merger between
V&J Insurance and Western Risk In-
surance.

Vida Chan Lin’s continued involve-
ment and dedication with supporting
local community and business organi-
zations resulted in a significant part-
nership that benefits families and busi-
nesses across Nevada. Lin has also ad-
vanced local business endeavors
through her work with the Asian
Chamber of Commerce, ACC, and the
OCA Las Vegas Chapter. During her
tenure in ACC, she helped develop an-
nual events such as the Chinese New
Year Community Achievement Awards
Dinner, Bill Endow Golf Tournament,
and Asian Business Night. Her help
with the OCA Las Vegas Chapter re-
sulted in two national events to be held
in Las Vegas for the first time—the
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